
UK-CGCM 2020-2023 Report

Chair: 

Professor Ian Sutherland, Brunel University London

Co-chair:

Dr. Tai-Ping Fan, University of  Cambridge

Retired in 2017 and 2020 respectively

New chair and co-chair to be elected during 2023/2024



Mission & Goals of UK-CGCM

Â To advance the field of Chinese herbal medicine to benefit 
human kind through joint efforts of the academic institutions, 
industries and regulatory agencies throughout the UK.

Â To develop platform technologiesrequired for advancing 
Chinese herbal medicine by joint efforts.

Â To facilitate the interaction and collaboration among different 
institutes in advancing Chinese herbal medicine by sharing 
information.

Â To promote a high quality evidence-based researchand develop 
Chinese herbal medicine internationally.

Â To assist industry with the development of new products and 
their regulatory acceptance



UK-CGCM

Â 1)    Bradford University

Â 2)    Brunel University London

Â 3)    Cambridge University 

Â 4)    Kingõs College London

Â 5)    Liverpool John MooresUniversity

Â 6)    Nottingham University

Â 7)    Oxford University 

Â 8)    Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew

Â 9)    UCL School of Pharmacy

Â 10)  University of Westminster

Â 11) The UK Centre of Chinese Medicine (CCMUK)



Â Brunelôs Advanced Bioprocessing Centre (ABC) is the lead global centre on 
the extraction and scale-up of active compounds from natural products and 
Chinese Herbal Medicines (CHMs)

Â Although it has been a relatively quiet year, Brunel has been actively 
collaborating with Chicago University on developing affordable Countercurrent
Chromatography Equipment using 3D printing techniques. 

Â We have also joined a consortium with Tai-Ping Fan in Cambridge and a new 
company interested in developing novel immune modulators from mixture of 
medicinal plants.  This work is still awaiting intellectual property agreement 
being put in place and so no details are available at this stage.

Â Our research on CCC technology has been dormant for a while, while we 
have been developing a new academic Chemical Engineering Course.

Professor Ian Sutherland:

ñWe are what we shareò



Prof. Tai-Ping Fan, PhD FRSA
tpf1000@icloud.com 

Chair Professor of China Medical University, Taiwan 
Distinguished Professor of Northwest University, Xiôan, China 

Retired  from Cambridge University in October 2020 

Remains research-active in TCM with labs in Xiôan, Wuxi and Jinan

ÅTreasurer of Good Practice in TCM Research (GP-TCM RA; 2019 ïpresent)

ÅExecutive Deputy Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Traditional Chinese Medical Sciences

ÅSecond Prize of International Award for Contribution to Chinese Medicine - Achievement 

Award in Medical Science of the World Federation of Chinese Medicine Societies (WFCMS) (2022) 

ÅInternational Advisory Board of International Conference on Genomics (ICG)

ÅKeynote lecture ñAdvances in TCM Research and Development in the Big Data Eraò in ICG-18 (12-18 April 2023) 

ÅA 45-day lecture tour to 11 cities in China (9 April ï23 May 2023)

15 publications including 

Å Bai Y et al. Discovery and therapeutic implications of bioactive dihydroxylated

phenolic acids in patients with severe heart disease and conditions associated with 

inflammation and hypoxia. Pharmacol Res. 2022 Nov;185:106458. 

This study provides good evidence that DHPLA (3,4-dihydroxyphenyllactic acid, 

aka danshensu ), originally discovered in medicinal plants such as Salvia 

miltiorrhiza, can be generated de novo in humans from DOPAas part of a humanôs 

defence mechanism against disease. These data underpin the scientific basis of 

the ethnopharmacological applications of S. miltiorrhiza as well as highlighting the 

therapeutic potential of endogenous, natural or synthetic dihydroxylated phenolic 

acids and their derivatives in humans.

Å Zhu Y et al. In silico prediction and biological assessment of novel angiogenesis 

modulators from traditional Chinese medicine. Front Pharmacol. 2023 Feb 

3;14:1116081.



Centre for Integrative Chinese Medicine 

Kingôs College London 

Dr Qihe Xu: qihe.xu@kcl.ac.uk

PUBLICATIONS

Â Xu Q. WHO International Standard Terminologies on Traditional Chinese 

Medicine: Use in Context, Creatively. Integr Med Nephrol Androl. 2023;10:e00029.

Â Wang X, Ma Y, Xu Q, Shikovd AN, Pozharitskayae ON, Flisyukd EV, Liu M, Li H, Vargas-

Murgag L, Duez P. Flavonoids and saponins: What have we got or missed? Phytomedicine.
2023; 109: 154580.

Â Zhou S, Yin X, Yuan J, Liang Z, Song J, Li Y, Peng C, Zhao ZZ, Hylands PJ, Xu Q. Antifibrotic 

activities of Scutellariae Radix extracts and flavonoids: comparative proteomics reveals distinct 

and shared mechanisms. Phytomedicine. 2022;100:154049.

Â Shepherd A, Brunckhorst O, Ahmed K, Xu Q. Botanicals in the health and disease of the testis 

and male fertility: a scoping review. Phytomedicine. 2022;106:154398.

Â Feng Y, Chen Z-S, Xu H, Xu Q. Editorial: Medicinal plants in the treatment of gastrointestinal 

cancers: How can OMICS and other advanced approaches help in understanding their 
mechanisms of action? Front Pharmacol. 2022;13:1063915.

ACADEMIC CITIZENSHIP
Â BoDmember and Co-Chair of the Pharm/Tox Interest Group, GP-TCM Research Association
Â Invited talks at Beijing and Shanghai Universities of TCM and international meetings:

o TCM-inspired nephrology & pharmacology; and 
o Traditional medicine international standards and guidelines.


